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HOMEPORT ANNOUNCEMENT IS NOT FINAL WORD
(WASHlllGTON. D. C.) - South Texas Congressman E. "Kika" de la Garza
today expressed his dissatisfaction that the Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission included Homeport Ingleside and Kingsville Naval
Air Station among the 36 military operations or installments being studied
as preliminary candidates for closure or cutbacks. flAt this point J any
forecast of closure would be highly premature," said de la Garza. "The
Homeport remains a viable strategic and economical way to disperse the
fleet," he said. Chase Field in Beeville is on the list of proposed base
closures announced by the Secretary of Defense earlier this month.
Rep. de la Garza indicated that these other installations in South
Texas have been long standing contributors to the national defense and
preparedness in a positive way. "They have always contributed more than
their operating costs, and that's a key element the entire Texas
congressional delegation plans to impress upon the commission," he stressed.
According to the Cormnission, this is not a list of closures J nor
a list of recommended realignments but rather a study of options and
alternatives. Only after further study will the Commission decide whether
any of these facilities should be considered candidates for closure or
realignment. The issue will be taken up at a hearing on June 6th. The
Commission plans to have at least one Commissioner visit any installation
that becomes a closure candidate, and residents of communities surrounding
those installations will have opportunities to testify in public hearings.
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Once the Commission submits its final recommendations to the President,
he has until July 15 to approve or disapprove the Conunission' s recolIUDended
list, in part or in whole. If the President approves the Conunission' s
report, he will send it to Congress, where each house must consider it
without amendment. Congress then has 45 days days to enact a joint
resolution disapproving the COlIUDission's proposed list. Unless it does
so, the COlIUDission's recolIUDendations will be adopted and the Secretary
of Defense may close those installations. "We will keep our fingers crossed
that these three South Texas installations will not make the Commission's
final list of recolIUDendations, thereby preventing them from having to go
through this process as outlined above," de la Garza said.
If the President disapproves the Commission's report, the Commission
has until August 15 to submit an independent list of recommendations.
If by September 1 the President has not transmitted his approval to Congress,
then the realignment process for that year will end.
Ingleside lies within the 15th district of Texas which de la Garza
represents.
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